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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE AND PROCESS CARTRIDGE 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To quickly and precisely detect the 
existence of a protection layer in order to prevent such 
a state that a normal image is not formed when the 
protection layer wears and it is eliminated after it is 
used for a long term because the photoreceptive layer of 
a photoreceptive drum being an image carrier provided 
with the protection layer is made thin. 

CONSTITUTION: This device is provided with the latent 
image carrier 1 provided with the protection layer whose 
friction coefficient is smaller than the photoreceptive 
layer on the surface, means 4 and 7 measuring the 
friction coefficient of the surface of the carrier 1 and an 
information means informing a warning as for the life of 
the carrier 1 when the friction coefficient arrives at a 
regulated value. Then, when the protection layer wears 
and the photoreceptive layer whose friction coefficient 
is larger than the protection layer is exposed, it is 
detected and informed. 
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